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el B % BEVACUATION BY ATR FROM PALESTIEE
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1. A. m; 3 Disoussion

 The present study will exanine the known clreumstences in ocomnection
with & reported evesustion from Jerusalem of individuals involved in the
assassinatisn of the UN Nedletor, with a view to suggesting possidle
svemies of further investization. The reported evacuation in s
"Casohoslovek® airoraft of this small task foroe (30 nen) gave ne details
of the cwmership snd type of sireralt used, the route flown or pessible
refueling stops en Touts %o destination. Buch informatiom would
materislly aid in {dentifiestion of the ssssssina and narrow the ssarch
for thes to specific areas, Ascording %o the report, the evacueecs were
s routs to Prague, poesibly with Paris s thelr ultizate destination.,
Pesitive identifiestion of the type of alroraft employed would bs
particularly belpful, This would limit the field of possible owners,
due %o the fast thet the mumber of alroralt of sny glwen type, svallable
%o the interests involved in the imoldent sud which would be capable of
wasaporting wueh & 1 13 relatively small., Tdentification of the
typs of aireraft would slso give sn indioation of its renge of opere~
tions with the given load, snd thereby assist in esteblishing whether
the flight was non~stop, '

3. Possible Use of Scheduled Airline

, As the svaguves were provided with aliases and travel papers, they
nay have besn moved out of Palestine by regularly-scheduled aireraft,

or by » sposisl operation dlsguised as a mormally-scheduled flight.

{Cseshoslovak Airline "CSA", which has recently ineressed its schedules

te Eaifa, snd the Italisn airline, Sccleta Italiens Servisi Aerel *313A%,

are the omly regular osrriers serving Palestina on » reruler basis,)

It would be probable, howsver, that if an alreraft with sufficlent range

for a nemestop fiight to Csechoslovakie was available, such an operation

would have been seleoted for security ressons. ‘

G, Zype of Alreraft Used

1% sppesrs wore likely that either s Co48 or C-54 was used for this
speration than a DC-3, The distance from Jerusslez to Prague is spproxi-
mately 1,680 miles, A DC-3, loaded with 30 persons {spproximately
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6,350 pounds) is liaited %o a distance of seme 1,060 miles. A C-48,
buwevor, ocould resch a polnt of refuge sapproximately 1,800 miles dis~
sast sarrying the same losd. A C=54 would svem bo cupable of & divect
nonsgtop flight to either Fragse or Paris mnd beyond.

1f the flight was handlied by one af the repularly-scheduled air-
1ines, the sireraflt used would heave beon 8 0«3, beosuse this is the
only type used for thelr operstions. In this ocass, intermediste
sranait stops would have been sade,

If » olsndestine flight was uade, 1% is probadle that this was &
men-itop operation by = type of sl roraft with capabilities preater
than these of a DC-3, Truveling slandsstinely from Palestine, & DOl
by seking a direst sverflight of Yarkey or Grsece, could reach -
southera Tagoslavia or semthern Salgaris. Alr traffic scross the
tordsrs intc Yagoslavia and Bolceris, however, is closely and aotively
watshed by Gresce snd Turkey. Phe lstter is kumown to maintsin an '
tnteralttent radar search., It 1s unlikely that this type of aireoralt
would be utilized undsr these ¢i roumstences, with the risk of detesotion
st & time vhen fusl supply would be nearly exhausted,

Although & Ce=54 oould easily fly non-stop te Prague, & Ued8 with
s naxizon losd =izht not reash Prague, wut could make Bratislava in
seuthers Crechoslovakis.{lesa then 1,800 niles) by overflying e smalil
arss of Groece snd most of Tagoslavia, A C.48, morsover, sould osmily
have flows noneatop %o Ajscole. {Ia spite of the reported plans to
fiy the cvenuess %o Prague, the flight may have hed Paris s its deptie
astion, In this sase, & refusling stop =% Ajsccio rather than FPrague
xay have besn made. Ajmeclio has besn used saocessfully in the past
for sush purpoNes by siroraft engaged in the clandestine transport of
arms to Pslestine; the route, morsover, is more secure {rum cbasrva=
tiom, being slmest entirely over water from Palestine te the Fresch
soast; and Ajacelo is on as direct & roule to Paris as ls Prague.)

Availebility of Aireraft

While the siroraft used for evecusiion is reported as "tgechoslovak™,
it is not known how the obmerver vag able to determine this, The
Csoshonlovak Alrline WCBA® eperates a fleet of DCe3s., No -8 or =54
sirorsft are kaown %o be ewned by Csechoslovak interests. Twe C-ids
end sevez Usidls, howaver, now belisved to be based in Creshinslovakis,
neve besn used for the slandestine tranmport of war matarial to
Palosting, MNost of these aircraft =zre opersted by the US«owned Service
Airways subsidiary, Liness ierees de Panam, B.A. {LAPSA). ‘




I1. &,

111, A«

Approvgg For Releassm-DP78-01 617A000200150002-8

At least elght D8 alreraft, owned by Fan Africem Alr Charters
*PAAC®, are known to be based in Isrsel. These have been operating
undsr contract to the Israeli Govermment in the Lransportation of IPs
from Surope to Halfs, PAAC, furtheracrs, may elso be operating Cwibs
obtained on & charter basis from the US irregular sarrier, Skyways
Isternaiional. An organisation known sz Isrselair is alss reported
to be flying scamercisl cperations with DC.3s between Ealfa and Franoce,
and the reportedly newly-formed Israsl Bational Avistion Company “INAC"
has cpersted s C-54 from Gensvs to Isrsel.

Aly Fislds

The aircersft smployed in this operation is reported to have taken
off from Jerasslsm on 1ts £1izht to Burspe. The only sirfleld near
Jorusalem, which mizht be suitable for sn alrcraft ae large as s 0C.3
is Kolundie airport, which is looated 5-1/2 niles north of the oity,
and $x $a Ared hends, It is uniikely, thersfore, that Kolundia was
ased for the evasuelion of the party of sasessins.

Pwe amall Isnding strips slse exist in the vieinity of Jerusslesm,
tat those are suitable only for liaizon type sireraft.

Sevarsl airfields suitable for multi-engine operations are known
%o be locsted between Jerusalem and the cosst. YNost of these are in
the wicimity of the imporbtant Lydds sirpert, which is sontrelled by the
Jewish forces, Although the Arsbe are sble to bleck ome point on the
aain road leading to ‘he West from Jerusalem, this point s easily
eivoumventsd. Ais the sssmasinatien scourred at 5:00 p.m. on the 1Tth
of September esd the sireraft 414 zwt take off until sometime late on
the 18th of September, movement towsrd a prearranged rendetvous at an
sirfisld in the Lydds ares would have been feasible. This plam of
operation in fact zeszs to fit best the existing conditione.

x A contains additionsl information concerning svailable

sirfieslds.

Appendix B gentains the collestien requiressnts which should be
impl without delsy in order to umsover the additional facts
nsessssry to the somplete clarifiostion of ihe ovesuation incident,
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